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TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE SILICON
VALLEY COMMUNITY FOUNDA-
TION ON THE OCCASION OF ITS
TENTH YEAR ANNIVERSARY

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2017

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
alongside my colleagues, Congresswoman
ZOE LOFGREN and Congressman JiMMY PA-
NETTA to honor the Silicon Valley Community
Foundation (SVCF) as it celebrates its Tenth
Year Anniversary. The Peninsula Community
Foundation and Community Foundation Silicon
Valley merged in 2007 to increase their impact
by creating SVCF. Under the superb leader-
ship of CEO Dr. Emmett D. Carson, SVCF
has grown to become the world’s largest com-
munity foundation with more than $8 billion in
assets. SVCF has been able to do this by en-
gaging, empowering, and collaborating with
families, individuals, and corporate donors to
generate positive impacts and by supporting
organizations within and beyond county lines
and national borders.

SVCF has become a comprehensive center
for philanthropy and over the last decade has
continued to advocate in pursuit of public pol-
icy issues and strategic initiatives in support of
those in need. It also serves as a key leader
and partner to nonprofit groups and institutions
who work to advance ideas and direct re-
sources strategically toward the pressing local
needs of the community. SVCF has awarded
$4.3 billion in grants since 2007, and the
strong support that it has from the community
and donors has enabled it to award $2.3 bil-
lion to local charities in nine Bay Area coun-
ties, with an additional $245 million awarded
to other California charities. In their effort to
assist students in their higher education and
careers SVCF also awarded close to 400
scholarships totaling $1.7 million to students in
high school, community college and university
programs during the 2014 to 2015 school
year.

SVCF exemplifies its values of collaboration;
diversity; inclusiveness; innovation; integrity;
public accountability; respect; and responsive-
ness. It is fitting and proper that we recognize
the tremendous impact of philanthropy, and
the spirit of generosity and community service
that SVCF has had in the Bay Area.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join my colleagues and me in
expressing our collective gratitude to the trail-
blazing Silicon Valley Community Foundation
for its extraordinary contributions to charities
and nonprofit organizations throughout our
state and nation. We offer our congratulations
on the occasion of its decade of philanthropic
work and accomplishments in each of our
Congressional Districts.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. SHARON
RESCH AND HER LIFELONG COM-
MITMENT TO THE FINE ARTS,
COMMUNITY PHILANTHROPY,
AND WORLDWIDE HUMANI-
TARIAN EFFORTS

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2017

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mrs. Sharon Resch of Green Bay
for her ongoing commitment to community phi-
lanthropy, worldwide humanitarian efforts, and
the fine arts. Mrs. Resch has achieved this by
being a dedicated supporter of the University
of Wisconsin-Green Bay’s mission and a vital
resource and partner to its students.

Mrs. Resch has helped transform the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Green Bay through her
leadership in bringing the American Inter-
national Czech and Slovak Voice Competition
to campus on a semi-annual basis. Mrs.
Resch has also founded the Sharon J. Resch
Endowed Scholarship for Fine Arts, which is
reserved for students who graduate from the
non-profit Fine Arts Institute and continue their
music studies at the University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay.

Mrs. Resch’s efforts are not limited to the
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay. Her gen-
erosity can be seen all across northeastern
Wisconsin, with contributions to the Resch
Center, Miracle League of Green Bay, and
Resch Aquatic Center at Fisk Park.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all members of this
body to join me in commending Mrs. Resch
for her continued commitment to the better-
ment of our communities both at home and
abroad.

———————

IN HONOR OF BISHOP CLIFFORD
M. JOHNSON, JR.’S 48TH ANNI-
VERSARY AS PASTOR OF MOUNT
PLEASANT CHURCH AND MIN-
ISTRIES

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2017

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor a great American and a visionary lead-
er—Bishop Clifford M. Johnson, Jr.

This month, Bishop Johnson celebrates his
48th anniversary as Pastor of Mount Pleasant
Church and Ministries, which is located in my
Congressional District in Baltimore, Maryland.

For nearly half a century, Bishop Johnson
has used his God-given talents and abilities to
uplift the people of his church and those in the
surrounding community.

As a passionate Bible scholar and avid
reader, Bishop Johnson was drawn to study-
ing the Word of God at a young age.

A native of Baltimore, he graduated from
Kenwood High School in Baltimore County
and pursued additional studies at the Balti-
more College of Commerce and the Commu-
nity College of Baltimore. Bishop Johnson
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Pastoral
Theology from the Washington Bible College
and Capital Seminary. In 1975, he received an
Honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from the
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Virginia Seminary and College of Lynchburg,
Virginia.

Under Bishop Johnson’s dynamic leader-
ship, Mount Pleasant Church and Ministries
has grown to serve a congregation of 8,000
people. He turned a deteriorating shopping
center into a thriving 17-acre campus with
several ministries that reach beyond the walls
of the church to bring resources and support
to neighbors in need. Those ministries include:
Kingdom Men Bible Class, the Prison Ministry,
the Adult Learning Center, the Word of Life
Ministry for children, the Evangelism Ministry,
the Food and Banquet Ministry, and the Lamp-
stand Christian Bookstore.

Because of Bishop Johnson’s deep belief in
the power of education to change the trajec-
tory of the lives of young people, he estab-
lished the Mount Pleasant Christian School.
The school serves children from Kindergarten
through grade five, and everyone involved with
the school—from teachers, to parents and
support staff—has committed to the mission of
“awakening the genius in every child.”

Bishop Johnson’s influence runs deep
through the City of Baltimore. He is highly re-
garded by elected officials, business and civic
leaders, and the people of the community. |
witnessed this influence first-hand during the
city’s unrest following the killing of Freddie
Gray. Bishop Johnson was one of the first
pastors to join with me and other spiritual
leaders to help bring calm to the streets of
Baltimore. Bishop Johnson then helped to de-
vise a long-term plan to heal the shattered re-
lationship between police and the communities
they serve and protect. His genuine connec-
tion to the people of the community helped us
assess and respond to their real needs.

Bishop Johnson has such a powerful min-
istry because he relates the Word of God to
people’s everyday lives. He has made an im-
pact throughout the world by ministering in
Canada, Israel, Sweden, France and Africa.
He recently earned the distinction of being the
first African American to preach and evan-
gelize in Cuba.

A loving family man, Bishop Johnson has
been married to Dorothy Johnson for more
than 50 years. They have five children and
thirteen grandchildren.

| am honored to pay tribute to Bishop
Clifford M. Johnson, Jr. for his 48 years of
pastoring Mount Pleasant Church and Min-
istries. He is a noble American who continues
to serve his church, his community, and his
country with distinction, and | thank him for his
ministry.

————

CELEBRATING THE REUNION OF
THE 50TH COMPANY, INFANTRY
OFFICER CANDIDATE SCHOOL
CLASS OC 24-69

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2017

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a special group of Americans who are
worthy of our recognition for the sacrifices
they made for our country.

In October of this year, the surviving mem-
bers of the 50th Company, Infantry Officer
Candidate Schools Class OC 24-69 will have
their first reunion at Fort Benning, Georgia, 48
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